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Royal Society communication skills course
The day will teach you not only how to prepare articles for newspapers and specialist magazines, but also how to put your message across to audiences ranging from groups of your peers to schoolchildren. You will also learn how to prepare for and chair a group discussion.

You will be asked to prepare a piece of written work to the enclosed brief and to deliver a version of it to a later session. This second exercise will teach you the difference between written and spoken presentations. As you will not be using PowerPoint or OHP, please bring a simple prop or props which will bring your subject alive to the audience.
Course programme
9.30 
Welcome and introduction from Judith Hann and John Exelby. You will be asked to say briefly who you are, what you do and what you expect from the course.

What communication means and your target audiences – scientists, public, schools – and avenues for communication: science festivals, local interest groups (eg Rotary, Women’s Institute), local pressure groups (eg Friends of the Earth, Green Peace) school activities, newspapers etc. 

9.45 
A review of the written work. Rules for writing a good news feature, with examples of good and bad articles.

10.30 
Judith Hann on presentation skills - preparation, delivery, use of visuals.
11.00
Coffee, including a talk from the Royal Society on science communication activities.

11.15
First group gives individual presentations from lectern, followed by review.

12.30
Lunch to include informal individual assessment of written work by JH and JE.
1.15 
Communicating via the media (participants will be expected to choose a science-based article or story from a newspaper or magazine in the two weeks before the conference and to say why it is good or bad).
2.00 
Second session of presentations and review.
3.30
Tea

3.45
How to handle panel discussions; chairing conferences; running Q and A sessions.
4.00
Panel discussion exercise 

4.30 
Objectives – participants state an achievable objective to be reached in the few weeks immediately following the course – eg contacting their organisation’s press/community liaison officer with an idea for an article or talk; or approaching the media or organisation directly. 
4.45
Review of the day and questions. 

5.00
Course finishes.
Course preparation

1. Please write in advance a 750 to 1000 word newspaper article about your work or key research for a general audience.  Aim for the approach of the Guardian, Times, Independent or Daily Telegraph.  This piece needs to reach me by Wednesday 1 November 2006.  The important thing to remember (no matter the length of the article) is your audience.  As background to this you should read articles appearing in the science pages of newspapers, as well as looking for science stories in your website of choice.  You will see that in general journalists put the main newspoint in the first paragraph and round the article off with a conclusion, putting the explanation or reason in the body of the story in between.  

2.
Please prepare a 8-10 minute talk about your work to give from a lectern on the day.  Your talk should not merely replicate your written work.  This should be aimed at a non-specialist audience of adults.  Try to know your presentation well enough in advance to deliver it from brief notes, it is hard to have impact on your audience if you are reading every word.  Remember that spoken English is different to written English and that your audience will only have the chance to hear it once (as a guide BBC World Service uses 160 words a minute). We do not expect you to use visuals like Powerpoint, we realise this is a very difficult exercise but it is important to concentrate on the words you use to convey your message. As you will not be using PowerPoint or OHP, please bring a simple prop or props which will bring your subject alive to the audience.
2. Please choose a science based article or story from a newspaper of magazine in the two weeks before the course and be prepared to discuss why you thought it worth highlighting (was the article particularly good or particularly bad and why).
4.    Your information pack on the day will contain a copy of the Royal Society report on Factors Affecting Science Communication. The afternoon discussion session focuses on public engagement so please think of ways in which you can contribute to the discussion based on your own experience with public engagement or your own ideas for encouraging this. The report, along with the evidence collected, can be downloaded at www.royalsoc.ac.uk/survey if you want to look at this in advance of the course.
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